PRICE'S TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE by unknown
HUTCHINSON'S CLINICAL METHODS. By Donald Hunter, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
and R. R. Bomford, D.M., F.R.C.P. Thirteenth Edition. (Pp. xv + 452;
figs. 95, plates 25. 18s. 6d.) London: Cassell, 1956.
THE fact that this book has gone into its thirteenth edition is testimony of the important place it
fills in medical education. The new edition incorporates numerous Improvements, notably in the
section on the examination of the heart. It is a first-class book and every student should possess
a copy. G. M. B.
PRICE'S TEXTBOOK OF MEDICINE. Edited by D. Hunter. Ninth Edition.
(Pp. xiv + 1774. 63s.) Oxford University Press. London: Cumberlege, 1956.
THERE are two types of textbook of medicine. The one deals primarily with principles and omits
detail, while the other consists largely of factual information. Both types are necessary. Price's
Textbook of Medicine falls into the latter category and is an excellent book of its type. The new
edition is extensively rewritten and the new sections are in most cases a considerable improvement
on those they replace. May I suggest for future editions that one to four selected references at the
end of each sub-section would considerably enhance the usefulness of this book. G. M. B.
PHYSIOLOGY OF VOLUNTARY MUSCLE, being British Medical Bulletin,
Vol. 12, No. 3 (pp. 161-236. 15s.). London: British Council, 1956.
THE British Medical Bulletin is published three times a year by the British Council. It is an
admirable journal, and it is one very good reason for hoping that the critics of the Council will go
unheeded. The Bulletin does a splendid job in upholding the prestige of British Medical Science.
Each number is devoted to one topic, various aspects of which are authoritatively reviewed by
experts who have themselves actively advanced knowledge by research work. The reviews are
addressed to the general medical reader, but they also make a most useful introduction to wider
reading or to research work in the fields they cover. The present number enhances the high
reputation of the series, and deals with a field in which British workers have long been leaders,
and in which they have recently made notable advances. Only one chapter, on familial periodic
paralysis, deals directly with a disease process. But the whole number is fascinating reading for
anyone with ordinary curiosity about the way we do the thing that most obviously distinguishes
life from death; that is, make movements. A. D. M. G.
CARDIOVASCULAR INNERVATION. By G. A, G. Mitchell, O.B.E., T.D.,
M.B., Ch.M., D.Sc. (Pp. xii + 356; figs. 202. 55s.) Edinburgh and London:
E. & S. Livingstone, 1956.
A PROPER understanding of the control of the blood-flow to the body as a whole and to the organs
individually is of importance to all engaged in medical practice, as the health of the tissues is
based on the maintenance of an adequate blood supply. The advances in neuroanatomy which have
taken place over recent years have come about as a result of experimental and analytical procedures
by many workers using both animals and humans for their subjects. This experimental and clinical
evidence is freely referred to throughout the text, but man remains the subject of the book. A
very full account of the central nuclei and connections of the autonomic part of the nervous
system is given, and the widespread integration of this system within the cerebrum is emphasised.
The author has tried to bring about a synthesis of knowledge .concerning structure and function
and their clinical applications. He shows, for example, that the totality of the response to emotional
stimuli can be related to the intermingling in the cortical areas of visceral and somatic representa-
tion. The tracts in the brain and spinal cord, and the peripheral distribution of the efferent and
afferent components of the autonomic system are dealt with fully. The possibility that there may
be a continuous outflow (and inflow) of autonomic nerves throughout the whole length of' the spinal
cord may come as a surprise, but there is strong evidence that this may be the case. Clear line
and half-tone illustrations, often from photographs of the author's own preparations, are lavishly
distributed throughout the book. Useful tables of the sympathetic and parasympathetic innervation
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